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Kant star, the star of municipal liberty, helping men
to hope for and aspire towards those better things, to
which it alone could lead them. The political anarchy
of Germany, increased by forty years' interregnum,
not only had given birth but strength to the confede-
ration of cities directed against the brigandage of the
princes and nobles, which we first meet with under the
name of Hansa, in the year 1241, at a time when both
the Papal and Imperial thrones were vacant, when in
France St. Louis wielded the sceptre and was strength-
ening the power of nobles and the church ; when in
England Henry III. had enraged the barons by his
fondness for foreign favourites, and when that outburst
was preparing which led to the formation of a popular
faction and upraised the patriot, Simon de Montfort ;
a time, in short, when the long struggle even now
waging between the people and their rulers was first
begun in modern Europe,
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